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However, in the event of the Turkish Government, or the Govern-
ment of Kurdistan, being desirous of obtaining' external assistance in
the local administration or police of the areas in which the special
interests of France and Italy are respectively recognised, the Contract-
ing Powers undertake not to dispute the preferential claim of the
Power whose special interests in such areas are recognised to supply
such assistance. This assistance shall be specially^ directed towards
enhancing the protection afforded to racial, religious or linguistic
minorities in the said areas.

ARTICLE 2.

In accordance with the provisions of the treaty of peace with Tur-
key, the nationals of the Contracting Powers, their ships and aircraft,
and products and manufactured articles coming from or going to the
territories, Dominions, Colonies or Protectorates of the said Powers,
shall enjoy in the said areas perfect equality in all matters relating
to commerce and navigation, and particularly as regards transit,
Customs and similar matters.

Nevertheless, the Contracting Powers undertake not to apply, nor
to make, or support applications on behalf of their nationals, for
industrial or commercial concessions in an area in which the special
interests of one of the said Powers are recognised, except in eases
where such Power declines or is unable to take advantage of its special
position.

ARTICLE 3.

The Contracting- Powers undertake to render diplomatic support to
each other in maintaining their respective positions in the areas in
which their special interests are recognised.

ARTICLE 4.

The Anatolian railway, the Mersina-Tarsus-Adana railway and that
part of the Baghdad railway which lies in Turkish territory as defined
by the Treaty of Peace with Turkey shall be worked by a company
whose capital will be subscribed by British, French and Italian finan-
cial groups. Part of the capital will be allotted to British, French and
Italian groups in return for the interests that such groups may re-
spectively have held in the Baghdad line as a whole on August 1, 1914;
the rest of the capital will be divided equally between the British,
French and Italian groups.

Nevertheless, in exchange for the whole or part of the interests
owned by French nationals on August 1, 1914, in the Baghdad railway
line, the French Government reserves the right to have conceded to
it and to work the whole or part of the railway lines (including the
Mersina-Tarsus-Adana line) which lie in the area in which its interests
are specially recognised. In sueh event the share of French nationals
in the company provided for in the preceding paragraph, will be
reduced by a proportion corresponding to the value of the lines which
are thus conceded to the French Government. This right of the French
Government must be exercised within twelve months from the coming
into force of the Treaty of Peace with Turkey.